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Dear Grade 7 parents 

 

This notice serves to inform you about all relevant information regarding the return of the grade 7’s on 1 

June 2020. 

 

1. The School Management Team has decided to provide parents and learners with three options 
regarding the return to school.  The option you choose is fixed until the end of lockdown level 
2.  You may not switch between options haphazardly. 
1.1. Learners return to school as by the instruction from the Department of Education on 1 

June 2020. 
1.2. Learners do not return to school but receive on-line education from teachers.  Should 

you choose this option, please bear in mind the following: 
1.2.1. School fees are mandatory.  Should school fees fall behind, on-line teaching will not 

proceed. 
1.2.2. Assessment will be completed at school on dates provided by teachers.  These 

assessments will be done in the school hall under strict social distancing measures.  
Learners that do not attend these assessment sessions without a doctor’s note will 
receive a mark of zero for the assessment. 

1.2.3. These on-line lessons will not take the format that they are currently taking.  
Learners will receive only a timetable of work to be covered during the week.  
Teachers will be available to assist learners with queries via email. Emails will be 
answered between 08:00 and 14:05. 

1.2.4. Learners will only be supported by the school until the end of lockdown level 2.  
Parents will have no choice other than to send learners to school at the start of 
lockdown level 1. 

1.3. Learner’s with comorbidities will be accommodated by the teachers with on-line 
lessons.  Doctor’s proof of comorbidities must be emailed to Mr Botha 
(sbotha@charlo.co.za).  These on-line lessons will not take the format that they are 
currently talking.  Learners will receive only a timetable of work to be covered during 
the week. 

1.4. Should you decide to register your child for homeschooling, you must inform the school 
in writing.  Your child will be removed from the register and all school textbooks and 
readers must be returned to the school in a sealed pack.  This could result in the 
resultant vacancy being filled by someone else.  Should you wish to let your child return 
to school, you will need to re-apply. 
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2. An online survey has been compiled here.  Please complete the survey by 08:00 on 29 May 
2020.  Learners for which no survey has been completed and who do not return to school on 1 
June 2020 will be removed from the school register. 

 

3. Procedure for returning to school: 
3.1. Learners can be dropped off between 07:15 and 07:50. 
3.2. Learners are to be dropped off at the gate in Gregory Road closest to Miles Avenue 

(behind the school hall). 
3.3. All learners will be screened before being allowed to enter the school.  Screening will  

not start before 07:15. 
3.4. Parents are not to drive off until screening has been successfully completed. 
3.5. Screening will consist of: 

3.5.1. The learner’s temperature will be taken at the gate and hands will be sanitized.  Any 
learner with a temperature of more that 37.5°C will not be allowed to enter the 
school premises. 

3.5.2. Every Monday the learners will complete a risk assessment survey. 
3.6. After the screening, learners will be held in the hall and the quadrangle adjacent to the 

hall. 
3.7. Learners will move to the classes at 07:50. 
3.8. Normal break times will apply. 

3.8.1. Social distancing protocols will be applied and will be discussed with the learners on 
Monday during an orientation session. 

3.8.2. Learners must bring their own lunch to school as the tuck shop will not be open. 
3.9. At the end of the school day, learners will be dismissed class by class to avoid congestion 

in the hallways. 
3.10. The gate in Gregory Road closest to the garages will be used. 
3.11. Please ensure that you are on time and that learners are transported directly home.  

Aftercare facilities will not be available until further notice. 
3.12. Lift clubs and visits to friends should be avoided at all costs. 
3.13. Dismissal times are as follows: 

3.13.1. Monday to Thursday – 14:05 
3.13.2. Fridays – 13:05 
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4. There are three forms that need to be printed, completed, and brought to school on Monday 1 
Junes 2020. 
4.1. An indemnity form; 
4.2. a consent form and  
4.3. a risk assessment form. 

 

5. Grade 7’s will be allowed to wear civvies for the remainder of the year.  Rules regarding make-
up, jewelry and hair (for the girls) will remain the same as stated in the school code of conduct.  
Learners will be required to wear closed shoes at all times. 

 

We are looking forward to the return of our grade 7 learners. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

A Daniell 

 

 

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO COMPLETE THE SURVEY. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FAfolqIGQjqFHDs4R-QAiS9xeoqXaR8b1gglkUyzr70/edit?usp=sharing
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                 NOTICE FROM THE SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY – COVID-19 
 

It is a little-appreciated fact that the office of a school principal carries with it, a responsibility with few 

parallels in a community.  Hundreds of parents entrust the safety of their children daily to their school’s 

principal.  She is expected to nurture them, educate them with her team of educators and hopefully to love 

them too.  We, at Charlo Primary School, are fortunate that our principal does just that. 

But as if that were not enough, the Department of Education determined that all principals assume yet a 

further responsibility.  In an instruction issued on 17 April 2020, the Department stipulated an UPSCALING  

(OF) HYGIENIC CONDITIONS IN SCHOOLS AFTER LOCKDOWN PERIOD, in preventing the spread of the COVID-

19 pandemic, that the school’s governing body (presumably at parent’s expense),  provide sanitation, 

cleaning and disinfectant for daily cleansing of the school and that-  

“Principals, as leaders, are expected to take care of their health and those of educators, administrative staff 

and learners.” 

Your governing body’s concern was that the Department was imposing a form of legal liability upon principals 

which the law does not impose.   It should be remembered that section 60 of the South African Schools Act 

provides that liability for claims against schools lies against the Department and not against the schools 

themselves.   

“ 60   (1) “The State is liable for any damage or loss caused as a result of any act or omission in 

connection with any educational activity conducted by a public school and for which such 

public school would have been liable but for the provisions of this section. 

(2)… 

(3) Any claim for damage or loss contemplated in subsection (1) must be instituted against 

the Member of the Executive Council concerned.” 

Since liability cannot in law lie against our principal, the SGB requested the school’s attorneys to seek a full 

explanation of the Department’s instructions especially as to the extent and standard of care which the 

principal was being instructed to provide.   At that point, the Department withdrew the instruction. 

I must especially express the deep gratitude of the SGB to our entire educator staff for stepping up during 

the lock-down period, catering for the tuition needs of our children during these difficult times which are 

beyond our control. 

For the protection of our principal, your SGB is requesting that parents demonstrate their support and 

solidarity by providing her with the peace of mind that she will not personally be held liable in any way should 

any person connected to the school, be unfortunate enough to contract COVID-19. 
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By signing the indemnity below, you will greatly assist in providing our principal with the confidence that she 

need not expose herself to risk simply by faithfully discharging her duties.  Although the school governing 

body members also cannot in law be held accountable (because of the provisions of section 60), provision 

has been made for them in the indemnity as well, erring on the side of caution. 

 

COVID-19 DISCLAIMER AND INDEMNITY – CHARLO PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
I, ______________________________________ (full name and surname), the 

 

parent/guardian, recognises and understand that the COVID-19 pandemic has created an unusual and 

unprecedented risk to all persons, which could result in serious ill-health or death,  and that I should make 

an informed decision and expressly consent to and accept the risks attendant on my, my child’s or family 

member attending the school’s premises which other learners, staff and parents will attend. 

I therefore hereby indemnify, hold harmless and absolve the principal, her staff and the school governing 

body against and from any or all claims whatsoever that may arise in connection with any loss, injury or 

damages arising out of any person contracting the COVID-19 virus during the course of and tenure of my 

child’s attendance as a learner at the school, disclaiming any entitlement which I, my child or any other 

person may otherwise have had, to make claims for such loss, injury or damages, but for the terms hereof.  I 

fully understand and accept that contact with any person attending the school shall be undertaken at the risk 

of such person, in the knowledge however, that the principal, and her staff will, nevertheless, continue to 

take the same reasonable precautions for the safety and welfare of my child as previously obtained. 

 

 

________________________________ _________________________________ 

Name (full name and surname) Designation 

Date: 
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Return to school – Risk Assessment- to be completed by parent/guardian on behalf of his/her 

child 

Kindly take notice that this document is private and confidential.  You hereby consent that the 

contents hereof may only be reviewed by the Class teacher and Principal of Charlo Primary School 

and will not be utilized for any purpose other than what is mandated in terms of the Regulations 

and Directives published following the declaration of a National State of Disaster. 

The object of this assessment is to ensure that no child returns to school if at risk of suffering from 

Covid-19 and to ascertain risk factors relating to COVID -19 

Name and Surname  

Age   

Grade  

 

Questions Yes/No 

1.  Do you have any of the symptoms at present? 

Fever  

Cough  

Sore throat  

Redness of Eyes  

Shortness of Breath/Difficulty Breathing  

2. Do you currently suffer from any of the following symptoms?  

Body Aches  

Loss of Smell  

Loss of taste   

Nausea  

Vomiting  

Diarrhoea  

Fatigue  

Weakness or Tiredness  

3. Have you been diagnosed with any of the following conditions?  

Reduced immunity (e.g. immune disorders, immune suppressant treatment}  

Cardio Vascular Conditions (e.g. heart disease, hypertension)  

Diabetes and other endocrine diseases  

Kidney disease  

Respiratory disease  

Obesity(BMI greater than 40)  
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4. Are you aware of any of the following risk factors?  

a) A close relative suffers from COVID – 19 or is suspected of suffering from COVID – 
19 

 

b) Is being tested for COVID 19  

c) Have you been in close contact with a person suspected of suffering from COVID – 
19 or has been diagnosed positive with COVID-19 

 

5. Do you know of any possible occurrences or incidents in which you were at risk 
of COVID-19 exposure in the last 14 days ? 

 
a) Travelled outside of South Africa to a country with lots of coronavirus, or came into 

contact with an international traveller 

 
b) Travelled within South Africa to an area with local transmissions:  Gauteng, 

Western Cape, KwaZulu Natal, Free State 

 
c) Visited someone at a healthcare facility that has treated patients with COVID-19 

 

6.  Is any person in your household working in the health profession?  

 

Declaration (by parent or guardian on behalf of child)   Y 

I hereby declare that the information provided in this form is true and correct and to the 
best of my knowledge 

 

 
 
 

Signature of parent or guardian: 
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PARENT’S CONSENT TO SCREENING 

 

I, the undersigned, hereby consent to allow my child to be screened for symptoms of the Corona Virus (COVID 

– 19) by any designated staff member of Charlo Primary School.  

I understand that my child will receive  screenings that include having his/her temperature taken and by 

asking him/her whether he/she has a cough, sore throat, difficulty breathing, feeling weak and tired on the 

day, tastes food and drinks normally and whether he/she can smell normally. 

I understand that the information gathered by the screening is so gathered in accordance with the relevant 

Regulations and Directives published by the South African Government from time to time and in accordance 

with the Standard Operating Procedure for Screening as published by the Eastern Cape Department of 

Education.  I appreciate that the information will only be gathered and utilized for any legislated purpose and 

will be held strictly confidential. 

I understand further that the staff member performing the screening has been duly trained and that the 

screening will be conducted in accordance with the guidelines as determined by the relevant Regulations and 

Directives. 

I also understand that in the event that I refuse to have my child subjected to the mandatory screening, 

he/she will not be allowed access to the school building. 

 

Parent/Guardian Information: 

 

Name:_______________________________ 

Address:_____________________________ 

Date________________________________ 

Contact Number:______________________ 

Child’s name:_________________________ 

 

Signature:____________________________ 

 

 

 


